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the United States and the separate states would have power to
tax. But, Findley said, "'there cannot exist two independent sov-
ereign taxing powers in the same community, and the strongest
will of course annihilate the weaker," Under the Constitution,
Congress would regulate and Judge elections. The judicial power
was to be "co-extensive with the legislative." And In other re-
spects, not clearly reported, Findley declared that the new
government must destroy the states.
"The secret Is now disclosed," Wilson answered, "and It Is
discovered to be a dread that the boasted state sovereignties will,
under this system, be disrobed of part of their power. , . . Upon
what principle is it contended that the sovereign power resides
In the state governments? .. . My position is, that the sovereignty
resides in the people. They have not parted with it; they have
only dispensed such portions of it as were conceived primarily
for the public welfare. This constitution stands upon this broad
principle. 1 know very* well, Sir, that the people have hitherto
been shut out of the federal [Confederation] government, but
It is not meant that they should any longer be dispossessed of
their rights. In order to recognize this leading principle, the
proposed system sets out with a declaration that Its existence
depends upon the supreme authority of the people alone, , . .
When the principle is once settled that the people are the source
of authority, the consequence is that they may take from the
subordinate governments powers with which they have hitherto
entrusted them, and place those powers in the general govern-
ment, If it is thought that there they will be productive of more
good. , . . States now exist and others will come into existence;
it was thought proper that they should be represented in the
general government. But gentlemen will please to remember, this
constitution was not framed merely for the States; it was framed
for the people also.**
It was on tills day that Benjamin Rush, most ardent of all
the Federalists In the Pennsylvania convention, said a "passion
for separate sovereignty had destroyed the Grecian Union.*5' And
he went further to say that "this plurality in politics Is what
plurality of gods is In religion—it Is the idolatry, the heathenism
of government." Rush would be happy to see Pennsylvania sur-
render sovereignty to the United States. "I have now a vote for
Members of Congress. I am a Citizen of every State." Smilie

